
On June 3, 2016 the world mourned the loss of Mu:.:;-~;:::==::::::~ 
hammed Ali aka "The Greatest" . Ali is considered 
the greatest athlete of all time, due to his achieve- _ _ _ 
ments inside and outside the boxing ring. The world 
first became aware of Ali as a young olympic fighter 
who would become the world champ at the early 
age 22. Over 21 years, Ali would collect 56 \•icto-
ries, 5 lo~ses an 37 knockouts. Ali remains the only 
Heavyweight champion to regain the world title 
three limes. Qutside of the ring Ali exhibited a dif-
ferent type of greatness. Through his message of 
peace and accel?.tance he captured the hearts and 
m~nds not} nly the nation~ the world. l!:1.__ 19~ _ 
Ah, then known as Cassius Clay converted to Islam. He was first introduced to the the Nation of 
Islam through a mosque right-here in Avondale on Reading Road! Ali was drawn to the faith for its 
belief in manhood, self sufficiency and racial pride. In 1966 Ali was drafted into the Vietnam War. 
He refuse·d to serve stating that his faith as Muslim prohibited him froni' killing a man who had done 
nothing to him. In exchange for his devotion to his religion Ali was banned from boxing for 5 years 
and threatened with imprisons · • ' ' 
ment. Ali never backed down, 
he continued to peacefully fight 
for the right to practice his reli-
gion and eventuallly his convic-
tion was overturned. In 1979, 
Ali brought national attention to 

. Avondale when reporter John 
Popovitch interviewed the 
champ at Stag's Barbershop on 
Burnet Avenue (right). ---~~--.---~~~ 
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