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On lhe Left Side of the Entryway ... 

Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343 - 25 October 1400), known as the Father of English ltterature, Is widely considered the 
greatest English poet of the Middle Ages and was the first poet to have been buried in Poet's Comer of Westminster 

Abbey. 

Paul Laurence Dunbar, (born June 27, 1872, Dayton, Ohio, U.S.---died Feb. 9, 1906, Dayton), U.S. author whose 
reputation rests upon his verse and short stories written in black dialect. He was the first black writer in the U.S. to 

make a concerted attempt to live by his writings and one of the first to attain national prominence. 

John Gower (c. 1330 - October 1408) was an English poet, a contemporary of William Langland and a personal friend 
of Geoffrey Chaucer. He is remembered primarily for three major works, the Mirroir de l'Omme, Vox Clamantis, and 

Confesslo Amantis, three long poems written In French, Latin, and English respectively, which are untted by common 
moral and political themes. 

Layamon or Laghamon occasionally written Lawman, was a poet of the early 13th century and author of the Brut, a 
notable English poem of the 12th century that was the first English language work to discuss the legends of Arthur and 

the Knights of the Round Table. 

Francis Bacon, 1st Viscount St. Alban (22 January 1561 - 9 April 1626) was an English philosopher, statesman, 
scientist, jurist, and author. He served both as Attorney General and Lord Chancellor of England. Although his political 
career ended in disgrace, he remained extremely influential through his works, especially as philosophical advocate 

and practitioner of the scientific method during the scientific revolution. 

Benjamin "Ben· Jonson (c. 11 June 1572-6 August 1637) was an English Renaissance dramatist, poet and actor. A 
contemporary of William Shakespeare, he is bast known for his satirical plays, particularly Volpone, The Alchemist, and 

Bartholomew Fair, which are considered his best, and his lyric poems. 

Christopher Marlowe (baptised on 26 February 1564 - 30 May 1593) was an English dramatist, poet and translator of 
the Elizabethan era. Marlowe was the foremost Elizabethan tragedian of his day. He greatly influenced William 

Shakespeare, who was born In the same year as Marlowe and who rose to become the pre-eminent Elizabethan 
playwright after Marlowe's mysterious early death. 

William Shakespeare (26April 1564 {baptised)- 23April 1616) was an English poet and playwright, widely regarded 
as the greatest writer in the English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. He is often called England's 
national poet and the "Bard of Avon". Shakespeare was a respected poet and playwright in his own day, but his 

reputation did not rise to its present heights until the 19th century. 

Sir Philip Sidney, (born November 30, 1554, Penshurst, Kent, England-died October 17, 1586, Arnhem, 
Netherlands), Elizabethan courtier, statesman, soldier, poet, and patron of scholars and poets, considered the ideal 

gentleman of his day. After Shakespeare's sonnets, Sidney's Astrophel and Stella is considered the finest Elizabethan 
sonnet cycle. His The Defence of Poesie introduced the critical ideas of Renaissance theorists to England. 

Charles Lamb (10 February 1775 -27 December 1834) was an English essayist, best known for his Essays of Elia 
and for the children's book Tales from Shakespeare, which he produced wtth his sister, Mary Lamb (1764-1847). Lamb 

has been referred to by E.V. Lucas, his principal biographer, as "the most lovable figure in English ltterature'.( 

Percy Bysshe Shelley (4 August 1792 - 8 July 1822) was one of the major English Romantic poets and is critically 
regarded as among the finest lyric poets in the English language. Considered too radical in his poetry and his political 
and social views to achieve fame during his lifetime, recognttion of his significance grew steadily following his death. 

Sir Waller Scott (1771 - 1832) - Scottish author & novelist; wrote "The Lay of the Last Minstrel" 1805, "The Lady of the 
Lake" 1810, novels "Waverley" 1814, "The Heart of Midlothian" 1818, "Ivanhoe" 1820, "Kenilworth" 1821. 

Robert Browning (7 May 1812 - 12 December 1889) was an English poet and playwright whose mastery of dramatic 
verse, especially dramatic monologues, made him one of the foremost Victorian poets. 

James Fenimore Cooper, {bom September 15, 1789, Burlington, New Jersey, U.S.---died September 14, 1851, 
Cooperstown, New York), first major American novelist, author of the novels of frontier adventure known as the 

Leatherstocking Tales, featuring the wilderness scout called Natty Bumppo, or Hawkeye. They include The Pioneers 
(1823), The Last of the Mohicans (1826), The Prairie (1827), The Pathfinder (1840), and The Deerslayer (1841 ). 

Edmund Spenser (c. 1552 - 13 January 1599) was an English poet best known for The Faerie Queene, an epic poem 
and fantastical allegory celebrating the Tudor dynasty and Elizabeth I. He is recognised as one of the premier 

craftsmen of Modem English verse in its infancy, and is considered one of the greatest poets in the English language. 

John Bunyan (28 November 1628 - 31 August 1688) was an English Christian writer and preacher, who is well known 
for his book The Pilgrim's Progress. Though he became a non-conformist and member of an Independent church, and 

although he has been described both as a Baptist and as a Congregationalist, he himself preferred to be described 
simply as a Christian. 

William Congreve (24 January 1670-19 January 1729) was an English playwright and poet. William Congreve wrote 
some of the most popular English plays of the Restoration period of the late 17th century. By the age of thirty, he had 
written four comedies, including Love for Love (premiered 30 April 1695) and The Way of the World (premiered 1700), 

and one tragedy, The Mourning Bride (1697). 

John Dryden (9 August 1631 - 1 May 1700) was an influential English poet, literary critic, translator, and playwright 
who dominated the literary life of Restoration England to such a point that the period came to be known in literary 

circles as the Age of Dryden. Walter Scott called him "Glorious John.• He was made Poet Laureate In 1668. 

John Milton (9 December 1608 -8 November 1674) was an English poet, polemicist, a scholarty man of letters, and a 
civil servant for the Commonwealth of England under Oliver Cromwell. He wrote at a time of religious flux end political 

upheaval, and Is best known for his epic poem Paradise Lost. 
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